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paving projects and asphalt deliveries
shot up, The federal “Cash for Clunkers"
program provided a steady stream of
serap metal for export. and wsed-car
exports remain robust, with the port
sending 1,500 1o 1,800 vehicles a month
OVETSEAS,

Waterson said he expects 45 long-
shoremen, who load and unload visiting
vessels, to work 60,000 hours during the
12-month period that ends Sept. 30, That's
almaost exactly what they worked last
vear. At Waterson Terminal Services
itself, the company has not laid off any of
its 16 full-time staffers or reduced its
operations in light of the economic cli-
mate,

“l think evervthing's just Kind of
chugging along.” Waterson said,

About 300 trucks a day visit the port
tucked off Allens Avenue, Brody sald few
Rhode Islanders realize the amount of
roods that come through the port, which
includes easy access to Route 95 and a
rail spur. Last yvear, the port moved
about 3.2 million tons of goods, a 300 per-
cent increase from seven vears ago. The
port handles more than 100 vessel calls a
Y ¥

The steady freight stream contrasts
with national figures that show foreign
imports amd exports at the nation’s ports
on the decline. Imports fell 12.9 peroent
and exporis fell 15.4 percent during the
first six months of 2008 compared with
the same time last vear, according to the
L5, Census Bureau,

Michael Leone, the incoming chair
mian of the American Assockation of Port
Authorities, sald container traffic
which carries primarily consumer goods
- has taken a nosedive after a streak of
double-digit growth. Leone said many
ports serve as a "linchpin™ between man-
ufpcturers and retail businesses and
when the retail industry crashed, ports
tonk a serious hit”

At the Port of Los Angeles, one of the
largest container ports inthe world, con-
tainer traffic fell 16 percent during the
first six momths of the year compared
with the same period last time.
Spokesman Philllp Sanfield said the
downward spiral has led to job losses,
fewer hours for dockworkers and efforts
by the port and its tenants o lower
EXPENSES,

“Everything's coming in here from
Asia, and when you've got high levels of
unemployment it affects consumer pur-
chasing.” Sanfield said. "They're not
buying the flat-screen TVs or sneakers,”

Adding to the West Coast port’s trou-
bles, exports are also down and many
containers head back to Asia empty

The outlook is only marginally better
on the East Coast.

Leone, director of the Port of Boston,
sald container traflic there fell about 7
peroent during the first seven months of
the vear compared with the same period
Last year.

Providence, however, has no contain-
er traffic, and maostly handles commaodi-
ties, which have seen less of a decline,
Tenants at the port include industrial
companies such as road-salt provider
Morton Salt, scrap metal reseller Three
Flags Holdings, wsed-autos merchant
Abhu Merhi Lines, and UNIVAR, a com-
pany speclalizing in waste-water treat-
ment services. Large ships like the 647
foot long Gypsum Integrity. which
arrived in early August, dock regularly
and unload thousands of tons of coal
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using an automated system,

"Sinee Providence is mostly in the
bulk area, they may not very well see the
impact a large retail port that handles a
It of consumer goods may
[feel].” Leone said.

South of Providence, the
Port of Davisville at Quon:
sot, buoyed by car imports,
also has seemingly escaped

‘Anything we

ports are really economic engines,”
Leone said,

ProvPort officials say the Providence
port cregtes a 3200 million regional eco-
nomic impact that
remakns, for the most part,
steady. (Mficials also say
that more than 1,000 work-
ers are employed by port
activities and the port cre-

the port downturn, The can tnl“:h tﬂ ates an additional 1,500
number of vehicles import- indirect jobs,
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Davisville the fifth-largest BRUCE WATERSON home construction showed.
auto importer in Nerth Waterson Tenmiinal Services 'h"n.:ilt*I.'.'i-Hn- said his com-
Amerlca. pany also persuaded the
Trouble at a port can director 118, Maritime Administra:
have a domino effect on the tion in June to designate

region’s economy. Leone
=aid thousands of trucking
businesses have closed up shop because
of decreased port traffic.

“This is something that the entire
country is concerned about because the

Providence on maps as a
stop on the short-sea ship-
ping route. In theory, the designation
opens the door for Providence to receive
goods from a network of harges operat-
ing along the East Coast. Widely used in
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HEAVY CARGO: The Port ol Providence |s considering expanding onta a cily-owned piece
ol property, shown above in red, and wsing it as a slorage area,
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PORT AUTHORITY: The Gypsum Integrity recently arrved in Providence with 45,000 tons of coal, which was unloaded within 24 hours.

Europe, the concept relies on vessels
smaller than deep-draf container ships
to cherry-pick containers off ships arriv-
ing in U5, waters and bring them into
port, Such a system would deliver goods
closer to their ultimate destination and
potentially eliminate trucking routes. (A
spokeswoman at the US. Maritime
Administration last wesk could not con-
firm that the agency put Providence on
its maps.)

Tuday just one company operates
such asystem on the East Coast and does
not stop at Providence, Watarson said
ho's hopotil that meney from tho federal
stimulus will encourage companies to
enter the market and stop in Providence,
Right now Waterson said the economics
favor berthing in large ports and truck-
ing material to its final destination,

"It's a mere piece of the puzzle for us,”
he said. “Anything we can touch to add
volume, to bring johs, it's a plus. It would
be nice to have but we're still going to be
here if it doesn’t happen.”

ProvPort is also looking to expand
onto & acres ot the southern end of its
property. Brody said the organization is
in talks with the city to use the former
landfill as a storage area for goods mak-
ing their way through the port.

The overall plan has the support of
Save The Bay, the port’s southern
nelghbor. Spokesman  John Torgan
called the plan, which includes creating
a public access way to the bulkhead, a
“wery positive step.”

A spokeswoman for the port's other
hig neighbor, Johnson & Wales Uni-
versity, said the school had not seen
plans for the proposed expansion and
colld not eomment.

State lawmakers are also exploring
the potential for the state's industrial
ports, A General Assembly commission
toured the Providence facility in March
and is readying a report,

“We're going to try and focus on kden-
tifyving some responsible actions that will
enable Rhode Island ports to make
greater contribution to the economic
will-being of our state,” said Sen
Willinm Walaska, a Warwick Democirat
froam who co-chairs the commission. s



